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What is aflywheel energy storage system?

First-generation flywheel energy-storage systems use a large steel flywheel rotating on mechanical bearings.
Newer systems use carbon-fiber composite rotors that have a higher tensile strength than steel and can store
much more energy for the same mass. To reduce friction,magnetic bearings are sometimes used instead of
mechanical bearings.

Could flywheels be the future of energy storage?
Flywheels, one of the earliest forms of energy storage, could play a significant role in the transformation of the
electrical power system into one that is fully sustainable yet low cost.

How much energy does a flywheel produce?

The net energy ratios of steel and composite flywheels are 2.5-3.5 and 2.7-3.8. The GHG emissions of steel
and composite flywheels are 75-121 and 49-95 kg CO 2 eg/MWh. Flywheel energy storage systems are
feasible for short-duration applications, which are crucia for the reliability of an electrical grid with large
renewable energy penetration.

What are the potential applications of flywheel technology?

Other opportunities are new applications in energy harvest,hybrid energy systems,and flywheel's secondary
functionality apart from energy storage. The authors declare that they have no known competing financial
interests or personal relationships that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper.

When did energy storage flywheels become a primary source of energy?

The next big milestones were during the 1960s and 1970swhen NASA sponsored programs proposed energy
storage flywheels as possible primary sources for space missions and FES was proposed as a primary
objective for electric vehicles and stationary power back-up .

Do flywheel energy storage systems have environmental and energy performance indicators?

Environmental and energy performance indicators are an important part of the investment decisions prior to
the deployment of utility-scale flywheel energy storage systems. There are no published studieson the
environmental footprints of FESSs that investigate all the life cycle stages from cradle-to-grave.
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