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Are flywheel energy storage systems suitable for commercial applications?

Among the different mechanical energy storage systemsthe flywheel energy storage system (FESS) is
considered suitable for commercial applications. An FESS,shown in Figure 1,is a spinning mass,composite or
steel ,secured within avessel with very low ambient pressure.

What is aflywheel energy storage system (fess)?

The flywheel energy storage system (FESS) is one such storage system that is gaining popularity. Thisis due
to the increasing manufacturing capabilities and the growing variety of materials available for use in FESS
construction. Better control systems are another important recent breakthrough in the development of FESS
[32,36,37,38].

How does Flywheel energy storage work?
Flywheel energy storage (FES) works by accelerating arotor (flywheel) to a very high speed and maintaining
the energy in the system asrotational energy.

What are the potential applications of flywheel technology?

Other opportunities are new applications in energy harvest,hybrid energy systems,and flywheel's secondary
functionality apart from energy storage. The authors declare that they have no known competing financial
interests or personal relationships that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper.

What machines are used in flywheel energy storage systems?

Three common machines used in flywheel energy storage systems are the induction machine (IM),the variable
reluctant machine (VRM),and the permanent magnet machine (PM). For high-power applications,an IM is
utilised as it is very rugged,has high torque,and is not expensive.

How much energy does aflywheel store?

Indeed, the development of high strength, low-density carbon fiber composites (CFCs) in the 1970s generated
renewed interest in flywheel energy storage. Based on design strengths typicaly used in commercial
flywheels, ? max /? is around 600 kNm/kg for CFC, whereas for wrought flywheel steels, it is around 75
kNm/kg.

OverviewMain componentsPhysical  characteristicsApplicationsComparison to  electric  batteriesSee
alsoFurther readingExternal linksA typical system consists of a flywheel supported by rolling-element bearing
connected to a motor-generator. The flywheel and sometimes motor-generator may be enclosed in a vacuum
chamber to reduce friction and energy loss. First-generation flywheel energy-storage systems use a large steel
flywheel rotating on mechanical bearings. Newer systems use carbon-fiber composite rotors
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