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aircraft carriers

What is a flywheel energy storage system?

First-generation flywheel energy-storage systems use a large steel flywheel rotating on mechanical bearings.

Newer systems use carbon-fiber composite rotors that have a higher tensile strength than steel and can store

much more energy for the same mass.  To reduce friction,magnetic bearings are sometimes used instead of

mechanical bearings.

 

What are the advantages of a flywheel versus a conventional energy storage system?

When the flywheel is weighed up against conventional energy storage systems, it has many advantages, which

include high power, availability of output directly in mechanical form, fewer environmental problems, and

higher efficiency.

 

Do flywheel energy storage systems need maintenance?

Unlike other storage systems,there is no issue in terms of wear in flywheels; hence,regular maintenance is

usually not required. FESS is also developed in the absence of any chemicals. This implies that

decommissioning requirements are not needed in flywheel energy storage systems,unlike chemical batteries .

 

How does a flywheel work?

After charging,the energy is stored as kinetic energyand maintained in standby mode by allowing the flywheel

to spin for as long as possible,minimising any restrictive forces to the rotation. When the energy is needed,the

flywheel can then transfer the kinetic energy back to electrical energy via the machine .

 

How much energy does a flywheel store?

The low-speed rotors are generally composed of steel and can produce 1000s of kWh for short periods,while

the high-speed rotors produce kWh by the hundreds but can store tens of kWh hoursof energy . Figure 17.

Flywheel energy storage system in rail transport,reproduced with permission from .

 

Why do flywheels need a strong containment vessel?

Traditional flywheel systems require strong containment vessels as a safety precaution,which increases the

total mass of the device. The energy release from failure can be dampened with a gelatinous or encapsulated

liquid inner housing lining,which will boil and absorb the energy of destruction.
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